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• Who am I & About SOTFUL


• Challenges Implementing a SaaS with Oracle APEX


• Success Stories


• Brainstorming Time / Current Situation


• Knowbase Unveiling


• References for Developing with Oracle APEX

Agenda



Who Am I

Sandro Ferreira

Oracle APEX Developer/Architect & Founder at 
SOTFUL. Working as an Oracle Consultant 

since 1999 and on several Oracle APEX 
projects. Passionate about RAD, Low Code 
products and building innovative business 

applications.



Deep Thought, Creativity and Attention to Detail 
Simplicity and Usability 

Enhance and Leverage Collaboration  

Our Software Main Values and Goals

Who We Are
 

Team of APEX Experts  

1 Full Time + 2 Freelancers + Partners 
 

Efficient Tools for Working Remotely and on Flexible Schedule 



SOFTWARE

THOUGHTFUL

SO TFUL

THOUGHTFUL

SO TFUL



Challenges Implementing a SaaS 
with 

• Could Offerings 


• Sign Up & Reset Password Process 


• Version Control & Folder Organization


• One Developer per Page Approach


• Dynamic Content


• Global Search


• User Owning Their Data


• Adding Content Through Browser Plugin



• Non-Metered


• Oracle Database Express Edition 
11g Release 2


• Standard Full Access to Server


• SQL Developer Access


• OS Linux Access

Cloud Offerings

Shared Hosting & Dedicated Hosting

From $14/month to $300/month

• Non-Metered


• Oracle Database Enterprise Edition


• SQL Developer Access


• Running on Exadata


• Vanity URL

$175/month

Exadata Express X20



Sign Up & Reset Password

Log In  
& Forget Password

Sign Up

Landing PageApplication Name
Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the 

printing and typesetting industry. Lorem 

Ipsum has been the industry's standard 

dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an 

unknown printer took a galley of type and s

Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text 

of the printing and typesetting 

industry. Lorem Ipsum has been 

the industry'



Sign Up & Reset Password



Sign Up & Reset Password



• Using Subversion in the Cloud.


• SVN Standalone Clients in addition to SQL Developer 
for backend and Brackets for frontend.


• Xversion - Mac


• Tortoise - Windows 

Version Control

ikoder.com

tortoisesvn.net



Version Control

SQL Developer

Xversion



• Locks the page 
before development


• Unlocks the page 
after development

One Developer per Page Approach

Specific Database Objects Created/Named Per Page
• Views


• Procedure/Functions

APEX Developer



Dynamic Content

htp.p(‘<div>….</div>’);

Gives you all the flexibility needed  to create your custom  
HTML, CSS, JavaScript.

Another great approach is to use Custom Report Template 
if you have a “structured rows design” to be displayed.

Great Presentation about it tomorrow at 2:45pm by Jorge Rimblas



Global Search

Creating a Region and Search Field in Page 0

Universal Theme Responsive Design

Meeting Minutes Packaged Application

work just as well on small screen devices (phones, tablet)  
as it does on larger screen devices (laptops, desktops)



User Owning Their Data

3- Encrypting the data before Inserting/Updating  
it on the Database Tables.

4- Data with visibility set to Private for Users or Companies  
Encrypted in the client Browser 

End-to-End Encryption.

1- HTTPS as a requirement.

2- Developing with security in mind.



Capturing User Feedback
Enabling Standard  

or BluePrint Feedback
Using 3rd Party Plugin



• Successfully and extensively used internally at Oracle.


• Largely used inside corporations. APEX demand keeps growing.


• Has all the flexibility to implement a mainstream public & modern 
business web application.


• With creativity, collaborative work, Oracle APEX, and with your 
engagement, SOTFUL will provide innovative business solutions.


• Knowbase is the first and most important of the SOTFUL SaaS 
applications.

APEX Success Stories 



APEX Public Applications 

Alexa Site Rank  

Website APEX Global Rank Best Rank in Country

Google 1 1 United States
Twitter 12 8 United States

LinkedIn 30 12 United States
stackoverflow 64 35 United States

w3schools 184 178 United States
oracle 381 307 United States

techonthenet.com 7769 4178 United States
utah.gov 10,100 1,942 United States

apex.world 1,538,444 32,447 Bangladesh
watertoolbox.us 7,316,190 No Data No Data
carecaller.co.uk No Data No Data No Data

AskTOM 
Oracle Learning Network 

Oracle Store

Data from Apr-12-2018



google.com

http://google.com


stackoverflow.com

http://stackoverflow.com


apex.world



watertoolbox.us

http://watertoolbox.us


Brainstorming Time

• Single place to find all the main Blogs, Articles, Q&As and Links about 
a certain Subject.


• Find the highly rated solution quicker, having easy access the similar 
ones.


• Your blogs to be more utilized and recognized.


• Better measure the relevance of your blog posts and other blogs from 
your community, instead of relying solely on limited comments at the 
bottom.


• APEX to have a mainstream web application massively used and 
promoting APEX as a technology.

Thoughtful

Who would like?



Too Many Platforms/Blogs 
To Find The Needed Information

How do we Resolve This?

Current Situation

Blogs

Tech on the Net Oracle Forum

Ask TomStackOverflow



We may end up finding 
what we need, 

but will spend too much 
time to evaluate all 
related content out 

there, and will probably 
miss the best one!

We Don’t!

Current Situation

Blogs

Tech on the Net Oracle Forum

Ask TomStackOverflow

Digging and digging in Google is the only way 



apex.world

showcase the activity 

of the APEX community

orclapex.slack

amazing Q&A activity 

and content

• Not accessible through Google. 

• Loosing content after Slack limit is reached.

• When searching in Slack related Q & A are 

generally spread out.

• No metrics to show which content is the 

most useful.

Limitations

Current Situation



How do we Resolve This?

orclapex.slack

…once again

Current Situation

Blogs

Tech on the Net
Oracle Forum

Ask TomStackOverflow



P R O M O T E   Y O U R   K N W O L E D G E

Introducing

Vetted Collaborated Articles + Links to External Content



vetted collaborated tech articles & links

find faster the information that you need

references to related internal and external content

highlight your reputation

P R O M O T E   Y O U R   K N W O L E D G E



get your knowledge content organized

user own their data

add content easily through browser plugin

P R O M O T E   Y O U R   K N W O L E D G E

post Q&A, blogs, documentations & share links





Article Visibility

• Public = Visible by everyone in the www. 

• Team = Visible by your Team or Community. 

• Private = Visible only by you.









similar and best articles

• Search in Knowbase and filter your search.


• Use Tags, Score, Verify, Date, Author, Contributor.


• Find Related Articles from a given one.

Find faster the information that you need





Browser Plugin



Private Beta

Join for free. Create your SOTFUL Account 
today and be one of the firsts to gain access to 
Knowbase on Launch Day.

Target Launch Date is June 30th

knowbase.co
knowbase.app





References for Developing with APEX
apex.oracle.com

apex.world

Access to many useful APEX Links
knowbase.co

Online Learning Path
oracle.com/goto/apexlp



Next APEX Presentations - May16 2018

• Exploring the Universal Theme - 11:15am 
• Interactive Grid Essentials - 1:30pm 
• REST Integration & Remote SQL in APEX - 2:45pm 
• The *Next* 10 Features of Oracle Application Express! - 3:45pm

Follow Us

LinkedIn 
linkedin.com/in/sandrogferr 

Twitter 
@sandrogferr 

Email 
sandro@sotful.com 

Sandro Ferreira

LinkedIn 
linkedin.com/company/sotful 

Twitter 
@sotful 

Email 
contact@sotful.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sandrogferr

